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AN B,A OT OO6P FEELI'IiG

Boglrurlng 1n t,he c1t'y of StlLltlater' Mln' a beautlful rlcb

brunCt' EllzaD{ttn Frltschle' declded to go out i{eet to vlalt

her brother Rudolph. H€ llved 1n Belllngnarn, t{aeblngton'she

l0veil tbe paclflc Northreet, the algbte arrd 80uno8r* ,,be

aroBa of treH cut lumber and oeilar ehlngLee'

After tbe lnventlon of=the teQ bbocx eningte

practlcelly roofed the rorld' To.e t'en block

ablngles ln e eecond' aa appoeed' toi one bLoek

onry 26 per nlnute.

In IE96 Etlzabeth ree lntroduced to De1I Bing,han, a tuggoat

cgPtatul a tal]., handsone,. robuat, flat on h1e a8s bachelor.

aoil ehe narrleo btn 1n February 1898. Hle Job rae tOnlng boOns

of J.oga to yarlouE 8111s ln .&r8et sound and the stralte of

Georgla. My Dad got a little Heary of belng auay eo such toulng

boons of logs eround the eound eo be qult tbe cagtatn JclD ar16

took a Job ae a re88r,,yer ln e lunber nlLl 1n Be111n8han' At'

rhat, tlne, Deeenber L, 1899, Laurence Frederlekzreg born to

l{r. and Mrs. Dell Blnghan. Tbat Has.& tough uay to earn money

after belng a tugooat captern for ten years. And tro yesrs

later, Lgo2, t{rxryxxrx clyde Henry rae born.' He dled 1n 191ts

of Spanlen tnfruenza. I na8 born ln 1904. Dad uae etlLl

rurmlng the resaw. Dad bOught an acre of land. near Lareon sratlon cnd

bull! e houee on lt. .Laraon statl0n uae on the clectrlc l1ne

betneen Belrlnghaur and Lake tifiatcoa. Lareon uae the orner of

a huge urll thue-- the neoe Larson Statlon'

nacn5.ne Uaahlngton

8aH couto cut 2u

trhlch coulo gaH



Juet ebout ttre tlne our house ra8 conpleted re got a Letter fron

our grandmotfrer, alew naured Ellzabeth Frltechl'e, lnvltlng ue to

cone to Stlrluater, Mtn. Dad Juet dropped the brnmer. l{e

nent to Belllngnau and got the treln that rent to 8tll1later. It

aeens sbe ctlcrntt Enon there rere three ts1de. I thlnk Grenclma

bed a eb.ort fuaer Bo re dldalt stay 1n her bouse Yery 1on8. Ano

Dao rentect a bouee doun the elreet fron Grandrqag. Slee oaBe to

vle1t ug qulte often, brlnglng ue goodlee. Dad noftsco et tbe

esbool. I don;t knou but, Botreholt Ds.d got hold of I tean of
WT

horeeg anct a ragon. Tir€tr left iitlltuater In tbe letter part of

June LgO7, &O ttr"t euay they stopped at Fargo rhere rny farher'e

Drother uas Cfrlef of Pollce, [rllrxE/xle5rux Jamee K. Blnghen,

I oon't thlnr Jtrn enJoyed Ma and Pa rlth tbree klde drlvlng up

unanouneec, and efter e day or tro re Left. I{ext etop rirr;
1O0 nllee alay to JeoeetonnrNortlr-Dilbtrct.It tee very necesssry

atop ce Rebecce Fern Blnghan ues borrr on Oct. L4, L9O7. Dgd Muet

bcy€ gone to rork around there ee He ateyed, I Jr€ar and e balf.
And. I nemenber Becky'g mllk bottle ulrlch ree fcetencd on her

bedetccd and & long tube, about tno feet 1on6, rlth a nlpple on

the end. Tbet la ell I romerqber of Jeoeatotn. Dcd lnuet heve

usd b1e horses eround Jrneetorn becruse rc hrd r teem of borees

end r rigon rhen re lcft Epecrflab, South Drkota, nbout JOO

s1lee arry. South end l{eet of Jrnestorn, It uce eprlng nhen ue

arrlvcd 1n Speerflsh. tfe l1vcd 1n e t,ent end Lewrencc rent to
ecbool. Apnll 7t,b, 1909 Rachel ree brrrrrx born. I thlnk re
only ateyed 1n tbc tcnt thrt sun&er. In Speanflgh ny Ded

opened e bekery. Hade eLL klnde of Fnench pastry.
cspeclcLly JeL1y ro11e.

I remenber



t.

Tnen Ded rorked lor a 1o881n8 cooPsny by Eb,e fiane of CLark

and Daey. HOr dO I renenber? I f8s four ycsrs olo. l{e

lefr Spearfleh, and Ie atlyod et Deedrood, e fer sllce sts5r

for a enort, Ifou. tfe l1vcd 1n e yellow bouBe on Speerflah Creek

end, ny DaA norfed et the ges plrnt. Dcedrood, Soutb DeEote'

tbat 1s. They had a terrlble flood dorn Spcerfleh creer. the

riltrOeo H.ac rashed out, tbe brldge I8s reghed OUt. Alge and

ohlokens[.ene golng dorn 1n topent,a. There wae a floun n111

Gloee. Wnen Ruth and I Here beok thcre re found the old nlL1

etone brocen ln ha1f. There ree en ol-d oenetcry and a stetue

Ot I 01v11 lfar ver,eran trltb a enaLl lron fence. They sald'

Calaolty Jane end i{lld 8111 Hlchook rae bunrled there, but ln

leter yearS Ie fOrrnq ouE EAey Olct'nt even knOr OSCh Otber.

We forurect the Belle Fourch Rlvl'r before r{e got to Deed Yood. I

reEeEuer fonrlng the BeII Fourclre ltlver ultb boreee end r38on.

I retreroeer leavlng Deed t{ood by treln beceuse the traln had red
ilrrougb

cueblons. Fr.On Dead !{ooo, througb Uyonlngr/Ideho, to Serttle

nbere re lalted for Dad. Tben to Frldc! Herbor. Lenrfree

renembere Dad drlvlng tbe tean of boreea to Belllngb'an. I can

only renenber re rent to Frldcy Herbor, but not boti lfc got

tbere. Next Ia ncr€ llvlng ln e house 1n Frldey Harbor xltn

electrlc llghte, Lsurence, Clyder Be, Rebecca end Rccbel. It

IaB grect for ue k1de, tJo flehed end dug clenba, bd crabe and

cocklee and a clarobake eYerJr nlght. After elx uonth xe rent

back to BeLLlnghao. That 1e 11k1, 6 nllee north of Bc111n6bao.

I flret xent to the Alblneto School et, AIt1. Tbc echool bed

e pump 1n the front yant for drlnklng Hater. 2 rooo echool houae

Gradee one to four end flve to e1ght. Clyde riee 1n the 4th grad.e

and Lerrence the 7th.
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Ueh.fved ln a enall houec up c llt,t,Ic 111U 3cro88 the Gulde

* MerldLan, from the Rlchy end Shelton Lu.ober n111 rbere Dad uorked.

On that elde of tbe hlghx8,Jr Has e planlng n111 end e dry klln

and, of course, I ehlngle n111. ltre other alde of the Oulde

lterldlan rere homee, e boaldlng bouee, gchool, etc. Onee'tnua

nhlle Dad, Laurence end Clyde and I rould ralk to BclLlngban to

Bee the Barnan and Balley Clrcug xhen the clrcue rls 1n town

( or ttre Se1le FLota Clrcue. ) t{e would get up at 4 8.8I. celk

to torn to the RR to retch tbe clephante pueh the cege;;off the

flat cara the tent cerg and the cookre car and the stean

calllop. Then re rould have a donut end e glase of n1lk and

etand. on the curb and ratch the parade. Our Dad uae the greateet.

Becky and Rachel nere too llttLe to go. Our Dad nas poor 1n

rorLdly posBeeelons but rlch ln obero and. hunor and. trust ln God.

Ue rere ble boye. Later yeara I Bart tbe lnelde of a tent. tfe

carrled rater to the elephante betxeen ahore to get ln free.

The clrcue 1n the tent uee not that great. Not ae lnterestlng
ae un1oa.d16 at the R.R. yani. l{e rould raLk the slx nllee back

bome - a day to remember.

1912 re noved back to Bell1n6ban becauee ae aurely ee the eun

ceme up, ln 1914 the xorld tle8 conlng to an end (1.{a eald Bo.)

And ug klde d1d not want t,o be to be etuck on thle farm.

They Here happy yeare ln our llvee. The Boy Ecoute tranpled 3
1n the

the hey dorn. Dad let a Boy Scout Troup aleep/ hayloft. A ho

fell 1n a deep dltch and we had. e hornlble tlme gettlng h1n ou

1n I91O the Guld . )Jd.?..r(r* /W.uc.- 4,L :^,yt 1i2.v,,, -l-':'' (l "
'l\1r.*tL:',- Oi- e 0".r-1 t'\,v ;i*d \/(ru;- jLt.+tt-z "8, 
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Hebur.nedehoueedounthatDadtradrented,andnot,noved

lnyet,'tf€ftlledtheelrtlghtbeaterbalffullofplnetooie'
then Llt lt, on flre. Then ue t,ook our Ilttle ragon over tO

tbe eannlll to get anot,hei load. On the ray back rre BgT the

bouee rae on flre. t{hen xe u€re e llttl'e eLoeer re "tftU"
flanee ebootlng out of all the rlndols. But lt lasnrt our fault'

l{e laenr t there rhen lt car,rght on flre. the oHner dldnr t I1ke

lt nucb. He 11ved cloee by. He, llke ny Grandnotherr had very

Ilttle hunor and' a very short fuee'

A year later Ie troved beck to BeLllnghau. Dad fognd a houee ln

Belllnghan at 1t09 Iora Et. -. -: It uaa.e green bouae

on ebout a haLf acre. l{here re put ln a srtn?tad l{batcon

creek uae tro block auay. Aft,er hoe1n8 tbe Sarden He could
d.ld I nt,

alaye go erlpnlng. The owner/elt'. ini !,ton or Dad that ln

flood stale l{tratcon Cree(. fllled our ',: -l' yarrt chuck-a-block

and re need.ed. a ro11 boat to get to land. t{€ coouldnrt move

ln tbe rlnter ee ue hed no roo4 for our possesslone 1n a

rorboat. The rlven rent dorn e t1ttle end' ue noved t'o blgher

ground overLooklng Belllnghan Bay. Thle nen place b'ad a

cop$er bath tub. No doubt 1t leaked, but ue rere on tbe

groUrd fl-oor. That uas scross toun fron Ioue Street. In

rlnter xecould el-lde c1l the tray dorn tbe hlll on our hone-

uade sled. .Tble plece cae teplble. Ma refuaed to 11ve ln

1t.
In 1917 ue noved to 222li Jamee St. A beautlfuL bl6 houae

nlth Lawn ln front. l{oodshed u 1n the back anil an ally for

tradeemen. Ded., Lanrence end CLyd.€ Here rorklng and Mom loved'

lt for a year. Then latet Lanrence declded to go back to Seattle.
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A yeer or 80 leter clyde rent East of the nourtalns to Levennonth, Hn'

N
Ue noved, to Exe$la St. Arter llvlng there 3 Year or 8o r, the

lglS uar ras oR. Ye soved. tble tlne to ErtilIrlrfxlxxrxrxxx

Evereon, 1{8, and I rent through the elSthtgpide:ln tiba loader

6chooL. . A3 englneer on tbe CM and stP got ue e Job ee a looonotlve
** 147p

flrenan/and iUat laeted about slx nonthe. Lanrence cBlle home fron

Seattle and ga1d. t'letts 8o to Sen Franclsco.r'.

"Let'a Eo.rt lfe amlved ur ln San Francleco on

Ye eec[ got a rootr ln a prlvate bone. l{€ nent

Job. Ue tno guye rere not cloletered.

I applled at the Southern Paclflc for e Job ae a loconotlve flrenan

1n 1926. A fer d,eye later I found a Job ee e tool eharpener for Lne

Vernonf, Marble Co. I dldnrt bnou hon to tenper too]'e eo I8E{eu

trJ brorner Larirence. I rent to rork on the Job and d1d flne ano

dandy for tro years. I SOt pald c $20.0o gold plece every Heek'

I ueed to go to the tiouuthern Pectflc offlce every fer xeeke to

Bee 1f ny na&e uag et1I1 on ftte. !'lnalfy they called ne ln July

of tlrat year, ];g2'7, anu I tats lorxtng fron then on untll'I had

already net Rutb ln 1p26, a Oeauti'fui, riell educated blue-eyed

blond you ever d1d 8ee. I{e nere narrled June 16, 1928, tthlch

ra8 the enarteet thlng I ever d1d 1n oy l1fe. ghe nae chlef clerk

ln the San Francleco branch of !h."-l:.G. & E. I qult the l'larble Co'
'.PebIf Lc

to go to uork on the Sountbern/eo:---ena bere cone 1929 and the botton

feLl out. Hundreds of thoueend8 acro88 the U. S. Here out of a Job

and I naB one of them, Laurence got ne a Job at the Llvermore
..' for. the

Sfrop't-1. nitili H"t"hy. Rgat eaBy Job,I had to bore out nlnlng car

l{eu

out

And I aald

Yeare Day and

&ooklng for a



rchecl8 to 10-1ro0o uld3r ttrree lnobea' 'lfhen thc guy on thc

next Lathc turnad the axlc dorn to ersctly I ln' Ttren

theypreesed'therheeleontlreaxlea,rrdthcnthcllttlaolrs
HcrCueedfortaklnStbcdlntendrookoutoftheHetehHetcby
tunnel. 8o nor Ruth cna I Herc d'olng all rlgbt agaln even

tbougltl;t'hcrltrgo<ilciet1lltenaof?housandaofpcopleoutof
torts.0nMenoh18,19]ltbeflratgreateatJoyofour:.Ilves
xas rhen Davlcl errlved bealthy and happy' I norked et Hctoh

HetchyrrntllLg'6orrrrrtlltheR.R.callednebaektorork.
And,ofcourEelBlbrotherbelnStbeeupervleorofthcHetah
HetchY eboPe helPed e llttle'

Lanrenoe and I uged to conmutc to sen Francleco Seturday

efterrroonfronLlYeroore.Lawrenc".#-"];g2gHudeonSuper
tlx and I hed g ]1924 fou:r cyllndcr/ooupe' He eald hc rould'

glvc Bc e 1O alnute head. atart and bet De I dollar he eould

beatmctoSenFranelaco.lndlbeuged'torln€Yerytlnc'
except onoe. one Scturday afternoon I left Llvernore headed'

for g. F. I ha.d, thc old boller rl6ht ln the rblstllng s1ot.

I sar a atate pol1ce et thc cross roed of Dublln Canyon' I

caae to a gcreechlng halt. I eeldrfrOfflCer, 1111 you do mc

e fayor.r ilyeblff be sald'. I eald to hln, there n111 bc e

Lgzg Hudeon Supcr slx barrelln8 tlrrougb bere about 1oo ol1ee

per bour. W111 you slor hln donn e wee blt' I toLd hln rhet

was Up. He grlnned and. sald, ttl 11111 take care Of lt.rl

So I ron tbat tloe and Larrenoe d'oee not knOr rhy' Larrencers

Hud,eon wae beautlful untlt h1e son'Donr e ,dog tore up the eeat'



Nou I bes beck on thc R'R' and ue declded to r€nt oun

flatoutandgotosanLulEOblsporrhereltragesEyllvlng.

'ne 
plcnlc after another on Avlla Beach. And, you hnor nhett

on November 21 , LgrT t{esley Shored up, healthy and, happy' And

Davld rae eo heppy to have a llttle brothen' And lfesley'

onlytrroorthreedayeold,rrouldgrabonDavldllsllttlc
fln5er and trold on untll Rutb rOuld come to hla ald' Nor there

are four of us. Ghrletnee re took lfeeley.and' Davld back to

San Francleco for the holldaYs'

A year later we noved back to san Franclsco. The klde ttere

healthy and bappy under the Suldance of a lovely nother' lhey

rent to Kate Kennedy school and to flnecreet every sutruler' Roy

firet told u8 about Plnecreet. Ruth and Pearl took turrts

staylng wlth the kldgr all the klde ln the tno faollleg' Ruthle

and Davld were budy-budy. Ihc years 8o by tben l{es and' charnle

rere also tnrclY-budY.

I remenber golng to Belllnghan nlth Rut,h, Davld and lfeeley

oanJr tlnea.
ET.ID OF A}I ERA

Davld das ln the Alrforce and dolng nell. He rag. ln Vlctorvllle'

Cheyenne, and, nany otber canp8. Ihen Korea, the clty of Scoul'

He wes ln conmunlcatlonE the rhole four yeerE.

Mom, lfee and I rent to Grand canyon by auto. wceley nea 15

years oLd. He rae needllng ne and bugglng nc all the way. AS

He Here approachlng Lancaeter, the Southcrtr Faclflc traln fron

:'** A year latert I94O, I nas pronoted to En6lneer and re
d novea back td san Franclseo '
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Loa Angelag to Sen Fnanolsco rea Juat oonlng ln to the

atatlon. I sald t'hey [ce, rhy dlontt you get bn that tratn

and go to Auntle Peerl and Uncle Roy{e houge.ft Wee rag

dellghted. Fron then on Ruth and I nent alonc 6nd for
evelry yeer thereafter.
l{esley grad,uated, fnon Llncoln Hlgh schoor. Then entered

unlverelty of ballfornla fon one yeer et nhloh tlne he

reeelved e ferl0rehlp to Dsvls unlverslty of 0200.oo e
nonth for one yean. Then, as he had declded to follor e

teacblng cereer, he enrolled et San Francleco State Untverslty
and, graduated efter nrJorlng ln blology anl botany. He rent
to E\rope for the sunnen end cea6 honc to teach ln Napa,

Davld ceme home fron the eervlcc and. enrolled at San Franclsco
. clty college and, recelved, hlg a.B. degree, and then rent to
nork for the P.t. & T. and etay:d. to cLlnb the corporate
Iadden.

rn 1970 r rettred, at the ege of 66, Davld and. Arlene had

tro k1dg, Don and, chrle, about 6 and B. Tfee and, Janet had

two k1dE, Aaron and Meredlth.

Ruth and, r have been namled 5? years. r am not her Lorrl
and, Maeten, I arn Just hen huebanrd. L loveC hen eveny n1le
of the nay. lfe have hd, and ere havlng, a beautlful I1fe.

u


