
Mckmoresvil.le CitY Pork.

Early doctors were: WR. Newsome, S'Y. Bigham,
Green, David Boyd, Bra;nnock, Grasty, Ellis, Lewis
Bigham, Lone, Bryant, Lancaster and Chris.

fim Bigham was a druggirst and Dr. Hardy Phelps a den-
tist; Z,eb Anderson, Dentist; Mr. Sam Bingham was the
Iast druggist. He owned and operated a drug store until
1941.

Early Musicians were Dr. Brannock, Rev. Felix fohnson,
Sr. I-ewis Bigham, Will Cooper taught band. The town
becanee famous for its brasis bands until about 1914. Mr.
Connie Blow and Mr. George Adams Sr. were members
of tiris band. Directors were Will Davis and Mr. Doran.

On September 1, 1902 th,e Bank of Mclemoresville was
opened for business with ].H. Bramley, President; |ohn
Holmes, vice president; I.C. McKinney, cashier. Miss Zet-
tie GeLrdner served as assistant cashier. Others who serv-
ed asr president of the bank were: |.A. Bramley, |.C.
McKinney, J.E. O'Neill and J.I. McKinney. The current
presirlent is Billy Cary. Branch banks are located in Hun-
tingdon and McKenzie.

Businesses in operation in 1986 are: D&D Restaurant,
Younger's Grocery, Libby's Quick Stop; Vinson's Garage,
Blow's Gun Shop, Flippirls Fixit Shop, Espey Gin Co.,
Mclermoresville Animal Clinic, Day Care Center and
Three beauty shops. The prostmaster is Robert Childress.
A new post office was built in 1980.

The town was re-incorporated in 1949, ]ulian Devault
as Mayor. Othels who have served in this office are:
William Giles, J.I. McKinney, Billy Blow, ISilly Robinson,
Harold Blow Ezra Martin and the present mayor Phil
Williams who has served the last ten years.

Billy O. Williams, who passed away in 1985, was ap-
pointed Associate Poet Latrreate of Tennessee on July 21,
1981 by the Tennessee St;ate Legislature. He published
several books of poetry a:nd was in great dernand as a
speaKer.

Mclemoresville is the home town of Television star
I]ixie Carter, She has been in nutnerous TV. Shows and
is currently staring in "Designing Women", On May 30,
1985 she chose her hometown church as the scene of her
narriage to Hal Holbrool,l.

All citizens of Mcl,emoresville have had the advantage
of a good education, a peaceful place to call home and
the influence of Christian homes and Churches. The town
has five churches, Cumbe:rland Presbyterian, Methodist,
Baptist, Reedy Creek Baptist and Bethel Cumberland
Presbyterian.
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f /l7hen the first white settlers set foot on the ground

VV that is now McKenzie, they found a virgin land
unspoiled by the Nation of Chickasaw Indians who call-

ed t-his part of Tennessee their home. Trees grew on the
banks of the rivers and streams, but a large portion of the
land was known as "The Barrens". This land was covered

with a barren grass which grew so high that riders on
horseback could be seen only from the shoulders up.

The Indian hunter had so long and so recently oc-

cupied the country, that wild animals were reduced to
a minimum. The wolves were so numerous that they
destroyed the hogs, cattle and sheep thai the settlers
brought with them. Wild turkey and deer were plentiful
at thit time. Bear hunting was considered the finest and
most exciting sport, as well as the most profitable.

The portion of land lying west of the Tennpssee,River
was not settled until long after Tennessee became a

flourishing and wealthy state. The land in this section
was owned and occupied by the Chickasaw Indians.
Various treaties were made with this tribe, with a view
of obtaining the territory for settlement, among which
were those of raoo-tgoz and tgto. The final treaty in
which they relinquished all West Tennessee was signed
by Isaac Shelby and Andrew Jackson. A few roads and
traces led through the territory on which a few squatters
and surveyors lived. One of these traces, called Natchez
Trail , ran through what is now McKenzie. The older peo-

ple say that the trail was iust wide enough for men and
beasts to travel single file and that it was two feet below
the surface of the ground, having followed an old trail
of the buffaloes that once roamed ovel the country and
made their paths along the nearest route between water
holes.

The westward march began in earnest after 18t7. The
people of North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia,
Georgia, and Middle and East Tennessee seemed to have
been drawn as if by a magnet to the New West, a part of
which was the Western District of Tennessee.

A Knoxville paper in 1825 mentioned the fact that four
or five thousand carts, wagons, and carriages were pass-
ing annually to the west. Soon after the land titles were
cleared from the Chickasaws, many speculators and fron-
tiersmen obtained land glants given by the government
of North Carolina in exchange for services in the Revolu-
tionary War. The warrants were bought up by speculators

'T-;::'ria*

Waiting for lhe troin - dotvntown McKenzk:



wlro obtairrctl.large lracts cll'the best land in the country
anrl lakrr sold it t<i tllro settlcrs.

llu.is '' May 4, 1t)(i0. Mca.whilc, rhe Nashvillc a'd Nor-
thwesteln l{ailroad Cornpany was building a road to con-
nect West Tennessee with Nashville. Woik on this road
was suspended on account of the lack of funds. Monroe
McKenzie built the McKenzie Hotel, a frame Uuitjing fr"_ing the railroad in 1859. Other buildings were soon
erected.

^ f.bq growth of our town came to a standstill during theCjvil War. The poeple were divided in their fu"li"g;. i4;;t
or rnem were tor the South and joined o. srrppoited the
Confederate Armi es.. The northern sympathi*;; l;il;;the,Union Army or became ,,bush#acliers.,,

__,lrr: was a, trying time. Great privation prevailed,
scnools were closed, looting was common, and travel was
dangerous. Few men *"r"-left to cultiv;ie the soil anJwhat was raised was usually sent to the Confederate Ar_mies or stolen by the Union Armv.
_ Northern raiders stole food, cattie and horses and alsoburned houses, barns and fences. So*-of a -;;-;;;;murdered when they refused to -give o*. th"i. goidiWhen veterans returned to their tio-"r, most of them
were tired and worn-many crippled. They had done ttre
best they could and had-lost. ' '-'-J

Work on the railroad was renewed after the War andthe tracks were completed in ffi6i-Ch;; the-town ofMcKenzie came into existence where the raitroaa, 
"-rr_ed. When the first timetables 

""-" ""iifr"y t;;1ir;name of "McKenzie, Tenn.', and George McKenzie
became the first station 

"ge"t for1h" iV"ii,uitt", Ch;i_tanooga and St. Louis Railroad,
The town of McKenzie began- to develop very rapidly

*::,]l: coming of the "ruitroudr. ffie peopte of-1l!oo"tl; 
".lu1g_g 

and .prosperous commrr.,ity th."e
mrtes north of McKenzie began to move theii homes andbusinesses into McKenzie in order t" i"k" 

"a"""tr!r-"ithe facilities furnished by the ."if.""jr.-"
Ca-ledonia College was moved to McKenzie. This name

Xa,s 
l,atel changed to McTyeire Institute. The Masons ofLaredonla brought their Masonic Lodge and built theMasonic Hall on land given to them UV"l f"f McKenzie.

The lower floor of the blilding *", 
"r6j ior school andcnurcn purposes.

McKenzie was incorporated on Jan.22,1869. Captain
W H, Hawkins, brofher of former Cou"rrro. AlvinHawkins, was the first Mayor. When Capiai" Hawkins

- Many of the pioneers made their way on flatboats as
these were the cheapest and best meani of travel to the
.New West. They camer down the Cumberland River to the
t3hio River, down the Ohio River to the Mississippi River,
rlown the Mississippi River to the Forked Deer River, then
tt_rey.poled-up lhe slow-running, muddy Forked Deer,
lJatchie and Wolf Riverrs to their d'estination. Many others
traveled to the district bv horseback.

.When the pioneers ,u"ih"d th" place where they wish_
r:d to establish their homes, they erected log cabins near
a stream where timber was plentiful. The rien and boys
cut the trees and builrt the tiouses. They split the bou.as
vrith a froe and made a roof, and finisired the t"";b;
f illing the. space-betvyeen the logs with clay *o.tu. ii
lreep out the cold wirrd. The cabin was rough, not very
handsome, but strong.and warm. The early iio"u", "frlrnade the furnishings lbr his new home. Spinning wheels
lvere-provided for the women to use in spinnin"g threaJ
"{ lgq"E were provided for weaving tire cloth.

David Crockett was quite well kn6wn around this
district. He visited Caledonia and was kno-" to have at_bnded church at Shiloh near McKenzie.lt is recorded
that Colonel Crockett killed 105 bears ir orr" season.

The "Barrens" have undergone u gr"ut;h;;;;. i'h.
trceless qiec.e oj grggnd, oncJth" t u,itin! ground of In_
dlans, ls to-day's McKe,nzie. Streets now run where trails
ran in 1818. The barren grass which grew higher tfr"" 

"man's head is gone and in its place 
"i th" t J-"r, 

"hu._ches, schools and the businesies that -ut" "p 
the town.

- .4Tong the first settlers to occupy different sections ofIV[cKenzie were Stephen pate *t o o#.r"J r",u"."IhundrJ
ar:res of land in west lv{cKenzie. fohn }vL Gilbert settledthe northern part, Colonel yoh"'O.-tvtcrcerrzie and R.S.Lrlle rne central part, Garland Snead the south, and Har-
nis anct Uollter the east. The Sneads and Gilberts wererivals and two trading posts were established. G;rJ;;;Gilbert, son of fohn-1t4. Gilbert, ** ifru for,.rJ", oiMarietta, on a site that is now the 

"or.ru. 
of Stonewali

and lylagnolia Streets. Garland S"uud 
"lui-ed 

the honor
o.f locati'g the town of Dundas *hi"h L;id its 

""melo,IIIIQ Y9315.

_ll 19531 theMemptris and Ohio Railroad Company wasorganized and the first train traveled from Memphis to

tqrf a; ;

;ffi
fr.fi;ltilt ratEalrl":y'

48



McKenzie City Pork, Gozebo ond Menroriol Benches, Flomeconting '86 project.

became Mayor of McKenzie, it was a town of less than
500 people. There were few streets, all of them unpaved.
Wagons drawn by oxen were known to stall on Stonewall
and Magnolia streets because of the deep mud. The on-
ly sidewalks were made of plank and when the citizens
had business out at nighLt they had to carry lanterns as

their source of light. Water was furnished by wells and
cisterns. Horses and hogs were allowed to run at large.

Mlclemoresville was anbther thriving community
which contributed much to the early growth of McKen-
zie. Bethel College, having been established there in
18412, was moved to McKenzi e in 1872. This college has
mea.nt much to McKenzie and is still one of the most in-
fluential establishments.

MlcKenzie l{otel was rebuilt after being destroyed by
fire in 1872. This hotel rn'as a three-story brick structure
loca.ted at the junction of the two railroads. It fronted one
hundred feet on each oflhe railroads and contained ap-
pro><imately fifty rooms, each boasting of all the modern
conuenienpes of the day. At this time there were only two
hrotels in the state larger l.han the McKenzie Hotel, these
wer,e the Peabody Hotel in Memphis and the Maxwell
Flourse Hotel in Nashville. This historic landmark was
deslroyed by first August 5, 1922.

By 1890, McKenzie haLd seven saloons. Fights occur-
red frequently and some of them ended in death by a
knil'e or gun. In the period between 1869 and 1896 there
were 29 murders. each oi: which was the result of drink-
ing liquor.

MlcKenzie had several churches and many Christian
people. After much effort on the part of these Christians
and the ministers of the town, saloons were voted out and
all of them had closed their doors by May 1, 1889. The
clos:ing of the saloons introduced a period of great pro-
sperity. Ai the end of the first ten "dry" years, McKenzie
property had increased rnore than 50 percent. Thirteen
ner,l' business houses anc[ sixtv-nine new residences had
been erected or remodelerl at a cost of more than one hun-
dred thousand dollars.

Citizens began to take an interest in beautifying their
torvn. One of the first activities in this direction was to
t'enr:e in an area on the square to be known as the "City
Parlil' Grass and trees were planted in the plot, cinder
rvalks were made and steps were built ovcl tlre fence on

the west side. Up to this time this area had been used
as a hitching ground for horses and mules.

The moyors and aldermen had a difficult time trying
to get the horses and hogs off the streets. An ordinanc'e
would be passed against the running at large of the
animals, and the citizens would immediately circulate
a petition demanding its repeal. Finally in April, 1905,
cattle were denied the privilege of rcaming the streets.

In 1885 or 1886, a band of Indians placed their tents
just outside the corporate limits and lived there for several
months. That portion of land was then named Nation
Hill. In 1890 a petition by the people of that community
was presented to the official board of McKenzie asking
that the corporate limits be extended to include them.
In May, 1890, this petition was granted and Nation Hill
became part of the town of McKenzie.

Up to 1899, the only public water works was a pump
in the City Park. In the same year, gasoline street lamps
were purchased at the total cost of $so.sz. These lamps
did not prove to be satisfactory and were replaced by
kerosene lamps, purchased from Cannon and Ramsey at
a cost of 27 cents each. The first lamplighter was Charlie
Manley, who agreed to keep the lamps in repair, light
them and put them out between the hours of ten o'clock
and twelve oblock each night. For this service he was
paid $+.OO per month. J.|. Medlin later took the job for
$SO.OO per year.

McKenzie had two great fires in the downtown area.
The first one destroyed many buildings along the
railroad. The McKenzie Hotel was deslroyed and a

woman and four children burned to death.
In 1887. another fire demolished a row of frame houses

facing east on Broadway and also several facing the
l,ouisville and Nashville railroad. Students from Bethel
and McTyeire fought the fire with water drawn from
wells. After the great fires, the town began to erect their
buildings so they would surround the City Park.

One of the saddest experiences in all West Tennessee
history was the Yellow Fever Epidemic. WW. Austin was
mayor. All the surrounding towns were quarantined.
Thousands fled from the plague and came to McKenzie
where they stayed in the hotels. Some died and are buried
in Mt. Olivet Cemetery. Not a single person contracted
thc clisease.
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Moyo.;oe Morris qnd councilmen: I to r ffi?o,"r, Bilty G*tu., Dennis colemon' Bob Putmon' Bob

Mr;Donold, ond Don Brod/ieful

October 15, 1887 u/as a red-Ietter day for McKenzie' The

President of the United States, Grovei Cleveland' and his

wife visited McKen:zie. Elaborate preparations were made'

anJ serreral thousand people came to meet the train'

Cf.r"f""a "nJ 
his luJy 

"pp*"ted 
on the balcony of the

McKenzie Hotel.

From 1900-191'7 our town went through. ll-tg.utu"l
erowth. Public sch'ools were built, a water and hgnt pla-m

:;;il"i"d,-""Jttt""tt were graveled' Broadway was the

iirtitit-"t to be graveied. As Iioney became available the

entire public square and other streets were graveled' Then

""#ri" "td;;il;;"d 
soon after the citv set a speed

itr"it ;i10 *i1", p". hour and imposed a fine for not

abiding by it'
At the coming of World War I' m-any oi our sons

*""t io war. Six never teturned' There wete many

orivations due to rationing' The war ended Novem-

il;"lt:^;ti;-";d ihi' bJ""-e a time of celebra-

tion.
Following the return of the soldiers the town became

uu.u ororp""rous. Nearly everyone had a job and factories

^il,i'':t;;;Jh;;Li,a 
*lir' activitv' A new high school was

ilili;"J occupied in the fall of 1923' Population from

500 in 1869 to 1,630 by 1920, and by 1930 the population

was 1858. Then the "Depression' came' by the last oI

i's;:e,;;;i";ss ancl banksiere closing' Jobs were dissap-

;;;;i"g and times were^very. fqtd' ,A 
souo kitchen was

set up in the basem"rrl of tt'" ttigh school Uuitaing tg fu."d

il; ii";;;t "hildren.Jh" 
gouein*"ttt assisted with a lot

of relief for the poot' iu*ptordon Browning was erectS$

east of town as a work camp for young men trom neeoy

fr*ili", and was in operatlon for several years'

tly 1936, conclitions were improving' A new post ot-

ficewascclnstructecl..I\ecornerstonewaslaid}une2Z
ibt6 ;itt the Caledonia Indge presiding over the dedica-

iion 
""rr*onies' 

A new g'"it*ut school was erected to

replace the one that had burned earlier'

ln 19a1 one of the biggest industrial proiects in the

history of West Tennessee got under *"y Jh: 119:.1i:
bo.t"..l-ettt bgilt a huge munitions plant and arsenal lust
east of Mitan'McKenz'ies population increased 86'9 per-

"e.rt 
i.t"t" aing 1,3 00 p".totti annexed.to the population

i;l;;t Aliihfs p*p^i"tion,was made because of impen-

Jing *.r, regirGation for the draft was held in McKen-

"i" 
"or October fo, rs+o and' sgz young men had

registered.
"Pearl Harbop was bombed by the |apanese on Decetnber

7.1g41'andthoLjnitedStateswasatwaiagain.Boysbegan

to leave for camps and rationing of food' gas' shoes and

other goods was in force'"'i;J"-;itnu 
"u.tv 

businesses of McKenzie were: Dr'

O.-ine"a and Groiery Co', johnson-Porter Clay Co''

i"Ufrt ft4i"t, Southern Star Lumber Co" Roller Mill'
br""""a" e"titittg Co.', bitv Meat vtqfgt' Corn Mill and

i;;J si;.;, wririle viootJ and co', citizens Bank' Allen

b;;;", f:il rt'r"ttri"ri sio'u, Bobos store' Pierce l-Iotel'

r"i""il'""a Burns, Johnsons Grocery' Hotel McKenzie'

Garland Hotel, Quinn Hout", R'D' MiFarland Blacksmith

s;;;3;' siuiio, wholesale u-ToTE-EM Grocerv co''

rti"ft""ri" Milk Products Co', Sassafras Mill' McKenzie

e;;"i;* Factorv, Cannon Drug Co" Chandler's Grocery'

C"tt""lV"".e'and Granade Brick Manufacturing Co'

These and many mo.e busittesses helped in the early

davs in McKenzie.- 
+;;^Wiiker Brothers factory began in 1949' Gaines

U"nr-,t"cto.ing Co. in 1958, Brown Shoe company in

1963, it has since closed'-" giiti"uttus employing a number of people in 19BG are:

Wen-Su Manufacturli"g"Co', Road Industries' Universal

Pl":tt;g, nuprUti" Builders Products Co'' Tamco Inc"
Wilkers Bros., Keco Mitling Co', Southern Biological Co' 

'

Southern Star Lumber Co'.--p**"t 
day McKenzie has,a popuiation of s'qsg' The

M;y;; is Joe Morris, (serving hiittrd te.rm)' Councilmen

"r", 
Bob-Putman, Vice-l'tayor; Dennis Coleman' J'R'

McDonald, Dan Bradfield, Danny Yates' Dr' William

br""if""fih officer; Kent fones-City Attorney;, AI

o;;6-ciit fudge; Ed McNeil-Building Inspe^ctou Jane

irr.-i-":cliy 6r"tt; Ravmo^nd M-cDade-Chief of Police;

Blliu ^ Sexton-f ire 
' Ciriet; Williard Barksdale-

ito J.i"i"ta-."i of sit""tt ; |erry Curtis-Superintendent of

W"i"tt iarry Wilkins-Director' Parks and Recreation'

lndustriesirrlg86:GainesMatrufactut'ilrg;ficneral
Corrc.et* Products; Keco Milling Co" McKenzie Welding

i"tti"".' ntrittblic niri lclers Proclircts ; Southern Biolo gical

b;;ply; Southern Star Lumber Co'; Tamco Inc'; Univer-

;J-PI;ii"g Inc.; Wen-Su Manufacturing; Wilker Brothers

Co.; Roads Industries'
Homecoming 86 ploiects were' renovating "The Barn"

at McKenzie Recreational Par!< for entertainment and pic'

;j;;;iil, n"i1ai"g a Gaz"ebo in citv Park and the ad'

dition of Memorial benches'

Our town can boast of a weekly newspaper' two radio

stations,aCablevisionCo',anairportintheprocessol
Le-i'ng built, bat ks, cttutches,' above gverage- educational

;;;i;"*;"ihel college and a school with kindergarten

tirrough twelfth grade.
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McKenzie dedication r o o eontfromqaee I

''t' 
':'': '" ''

tain John, along with some settlers - aqd he 
1oo 

went west' He was there

s#;;;'cilb"'nt, F*"t,"nl[i'^ yvnen 19 land was opened.up for

[;;J;r'dadtt6rr. titiiecommu- homesteaders so all his life he was

nities sprang up *t .r" tt""; iffi- irwolved in real eslate and oil' He is

lies staked their clarms. 
urvrv rqru 

fute. on" *tro gave McKenzie- its first

The railroad began coming swirymingpdolonStonewall'-
through in the 1850s,"r.*gjiti"? Yv gririatather' George w' was

the right-of-w"v ut ,n"v1ti""ii?^it' staldn"aeent for the railroads in

TheMemphisu"oottiorin"]io:tlitrt" MCr"yG and in Dickso-n {o1 55

L&N, was the first line #tliil;: Iears.'James 
Monroe also had three

ger and freight service ffi#ilil halghters, callie, sally, and Gussie

phis to Bowling Green, b;;i;tiill" who.marked local busines-smen and

i8al. Th; N&"W rraa 
'uefin taylng lived_near the rest of their famiu.,

;;;k f";; i.i"rttuifi" t" tfi" *"ti Ufi ' Jaines Monroe died in 1873 be-

th"-^eillw;ini"*upt"a the-con- 'r* Yt olivet (cemetery) was es-

struction' 
"-* --- ' -' tattitnea' He couldJrave been bur-

After,thewar,workcontinuedand iii'in the Gilbert Cemetery or on

eventualty fhe two U# ;";d ii irfirurrie land, but itis assumedhe

il;iffi;ia. il i,,iu'r"ii'isor, ru*". was moved to Mount olivet where

Monroehaddonatedl';;;;ii.ril tr'ir-*ii" 
"nd 

all the children and

on trr" nortrr ride of the N&W tracks spo-ryel are buried'

to construct a depot. d;ffi;"fiv , ^:,Y:lt*zie has alwavs been a

a passenger o"pot *as-built rlght it !oo{ glac-e to live' Folks were inter-

the crossing u'o u rr"i"gii'oTfri"l E t"oi" having good schools' good

little to the west. Th";1;il;d;; clrlyghesandfeJping.aneveontheir

McKenzie Station. vn#liliffi ;iiilAt* The to'wn has responded

was incorporated in tSOg, tfre name to national emergencies' t:19"1q

ffi.k' iv{i",itA;e"l; ffi;;;;;t their bovs to the service' supportrng

was established, the rJirJa?;fJ; the Rud'ctots'and Wbr Bond carn'

publish timetables t"'ililad- ;; Puiglt-' There Jtave alwavs. been

namethestops.In rsuo,;ii2'ii*Zb; ihoJe planting flowers to make the

freisht platform *ut uu'iri o-n'"u"rt town.pretty' book clubs.to keep up

lffi'#tft?"dil,;rh;;i;h;[i6: todate on-what was going on' and

ih:il?'* l:**,*it ;"lffifr #:li*ffl: ttll':i :Xfr!"F#
line and the freight ttdfiji . ". 

-^" 
excelled in the field of education' mili-

""ffi :*r";." "triili,#tilfu?"ltling,' tary, athletics and religion. I am sure

"James Monroe *orlli'tot-6;? the,young P-go.ple coming up.now

schools, churches u"i-go""i"f,"n1' will accomplish even more with the

HemarriedMutttt"l",r?t""Coi"mun iPP,ortgnitie-s 
open to thggt today'

;ili;;;il"Gi'i"nia'"".d;i; f:lYh"" thev become famous' I

oldest boys, lames aiil"eii;;ei;il !:p"^,f."v will alwavs.mention thev

b;t.i;#iJ;"d;i;;;;B;;di;d got their station in this little town,

for many ye.rs and "fi;;;k-h;;; 
even if it's thr-oulfr a great craldfa-

;#il:ih;tl"noio""ii"J;;;;; l-l:l :l erandmother' I hope those

on Stonewall, on" of *t i.tt-i*i-J who choise to leave McKe-nzie will

il;;;|.fi,'iurui"oi* i""u*" un alwayshavealongingtoreturnsome-

anorney, pru"u",ng,n M;K;;;G;a *Lllg*stlv believe the happiest

;i;;ii;'sd;; u--ioi" goi"e to 
-or.ru- 

peopl.e in the world are those who

homa, where t 
" 

pru"ii'""? ilil i1::",btl *d'raised here and never

*^'u" uglnt for'tt e'pa*n"e mAi- left- I still get home sick sometimes

il T;b;; thl ""*i rraJ""rtt \4;K- fltg, yh"o I'm on the wav up here;

enzie is still known l" trcl"g"i pr* along about Jarrell Switch, the air

ii.ri.n in oklahoma city and Tulsa seems to smell better, the trees

hnorlir io*" of MalcJ'lni's "ttifat"t. 
greener,'and I drivc a little faster''?

inton Atkin was the vounsest son



nities sprang up where these fami-
lies staked their claims.

The railroad began coming
through in the 1850s taking land for
the right-of-way as they needed it.
The Memphis and Ohio line, later the
L&N, vvas the first line with passen-

ger and freight service from Mem-
phis to Bowling Green, beginning in
1861. The N&W had begun laying
track from Nashville to the west but
the Civil War interrupted the con-
strirction,: I " ."':

' Afterthe warjwork continued and
eventually tfre i*o lines crossed it
McKenzie. In:March 186l, James
Monroe had donated l0 acrei of land
on the nLorth side of theN&W trdcks
to construct a depot. Subsequently
a passernger depot was buiJt right,at
the crossing and a freight offic'e a
Iittle to the west. They called this
McKenzie Station. When the town
was incorporated in 1869, the name
'stuck' When scheduled train travel
was established, thetailroads had :to

publish dmetables so rhey had to
namethe stops. In 1870, a,l IZ' x?O'
freight platfonn was'built on,each
side of the freight office with rail sid-
ir-rgg on each'side, Later a concr€te
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,schoo1s, churches and goverriment.
He,manied Martha Louisa eolg.rnan'
and thelr had eight children. The two
oldest boys, James Albert and John
David practiced medicine in Bradford
for many years and came back here
to retire. They build identical houses
on Stonewall, one of which was razed
two yea.rs ago. Malcolm became an
atlomey, practicing in McKenzie and
Huntingdon befop going to Okla-
homa, rvhere he practiced law and
was an agent for the Pawnee Indi:-
ans. Todav the name Malcolm MCK-
enzie is siill known in the lesal oro.
fession in Oklahoma City an"d tiilsa

"James Monroe worked for good

through some of Malcolm's children-
inton Atkin was the voungest son
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