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a,nd .their,childien as a lY*eirrorisl, 1971

' I)irect, esnrmr"lnieation eoneerni,'ng boqk
to his daughter, Mrs. Elinor Porter Muhl
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TOREWCRD

Frank Porter (agbblb), in 19?8, prepared a manuscript iHistorical sketches
of some Porters", Ellswort} Porter (agback), in 1931, wrote "$istory of the
Porter Family", {1finS with emmigrant John Poraer and containrng nrost}y
the descendants of his orvn grandfather, $amuel (agbac). Mrs. Arnberson
Driscoll {agbafeba:<) compiled a very complete history of the porter ramitv
using the histories named above plus one by George L. porter (aguahai.

The writer has read these histories anct obtained additronal information fiom
published local histories and by eorrespondence rvithvarious porter rela-
'futg: $*pqgaled'sris* ta s{rarmarire itt of trrts inforrnatisrr ier.ar,*iil$,the
forte.r Flnrily into one,manuscript, inconrplete and sketchy thorigh it n:ray be,
in order to preserve it for those who nray wish to pursue the genee.logy fur-
ther. [t is tihe author's hope that other porters or thelr relatives, seeing
thts bookr may furnish inforn"iation whtch will rnake it more eomplete and
*utlreutic".

A lettering system {or each inclividuai is used in the text. This lettering sys-
te.n_r is called the Waldo-Lincoln systenr and provicles unlinrited flexibiliiy ior
,addiilg:npmes ,as thgy alrs diseorered.
Th,1'wrtite,q w.ishog to thank all sf thase who furnished him with inf€rr-fia{isn*
1t tl* same_tin:e regretting t}rat sr: many requests for inforrnation fell on

9u{.-**I": speeial ,thanks ele:dus,to eel.. G*bri*l Macken*i*r, Ja,*ras A,,
snrith, Robe:r't and Myrtle Porter, J. Marghall Forter, John and Malvina
Barchus' Lena Heckert Beal, Gaylord ?rotring, velma Bruce, Berf oliverF*rler io *ame s f*wr.,withaut ivfinse help ttriJ wo,u,to irarr* ruin muor, iJss,
eor$plete,

Ar$rieg, l$lsgt'apry sf,the *$thor. appea"f;s .as part *l' his li,,s,ting (ag-ita*ial_.

Mrs. Samu0l D. Forter rvishes to express appreciation to Mrs. Illadeleine
er*aer,,$.nr.it{r,. rvhose able,axststance mad* possiblb e Fubticaiion of this
vur:,h,

The.second-prin-cing rvas edited and preparecl by the author's daughter, Elinor
Porter $luhl (agtacjaa). Coruecf,iotts and new infornration have 6een i"ncluded
as receiv-ed; although no concerted effort has been rnade to otrfain nerv infor-
rnation' We have made every e{fort to insure that the in-formation included iseortect- 

.Holevefn due to-the-untirueiy cleath of the author and the iact ttrai
hiE work has been carriecl on by others, some erl.ors rnight still be inciuded,
for which tve are sor.ry.
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A :lS*lt*) *t*_ot of'the name oJ a ehild.indicates that aOAinonal,
will be given in th€ *extgeneratton,

fhe sp€lXtqg of the iieme McKenrie may vary. Col. tl$ackenaie beli thar
it sftlrtlld be as in bjs name. FF add most of 8re histortes spetl,it tfe
tdo$t,gf thpnarneg in" the Cumberlabd Telepbone.Directo*.1', and ihere
lst of lhem, ar" speft€d'McKeluie,

$ sglaeom

History fl*ffegg45r Co., IWd. by Thomasand Wllli*m.$, Vol. I
?ub. l$Ss"

Histsnr uf WFstErn ltfid., by,Scharff,
Etstqy of- the Porter Farnflfi S Ellswortft W. poi.te"r.
Hi€torical Setdree ol So'me Porters, py Frank Fsrter.
t{tstory' of Ctimberla"n-d, by l,wdermiik.
Gryl9-re w-otrirg,
"Leqq qesk6rt arh,l;
lvtyrtle Weifes F<rrter,
Jqhn trdardhall, Forter,

"Col. GlAriel T, M+.ch€{qie.
."Johrr ard.Melvina Barahus.
Alex&der O. Fo*ter.
fbmbgtolre necofd.
lygtq necq$ or ot{er.niAt statisties.
Sib.le Bec6rd.
Be$ Oliver Porter.
Vef:na Bruce.J;; *rpuii s*itr,.



gJgg$ foRIgE, the emigra.nt rvas barn in 1694 in England. r{e eame fronrtflj)ucle.Tter ne?_r Bristol in 1715: IIe died in t??6. It is betieved that he ryas
l.r"::.ot:" and^fl9rl from England because of his opposition ta the government.
T: l:,fj"T ?f.AtFs?ty Counry, Maryland, by Thomas *.r *iui",is ;;;;;-'"page bug' tllat he fled from England about 1?15 because he "made ninnself ou-
:_"Lt_1":_r.1jl:_"p_-*{.11 norver by sinsi&s ot his owu e$xrrssiri*n *t 

".ilnffi":"e:1:.^i-_r_g.l:y1: 
*h,ilh. was very.unconrplinrentary to the ruting monirch,

i:tn-g.Gtolge Ir on rvhich account he rvas obliged tallee the eountry, -He set_tied in Baltimore, Md. about 1?1S."

The.re is a tradition that he was deportcd lrorn England as an indentured ser-
:T:li: lSld ro one who wcurd pav his transportation for a certain number ofyears ot his services. This was no disgrace since many carne to thie countryvokintarily indentured to pay for their pas$age.

It"T-^::111y.::.:l*- of porters. in Connecticut, bur no coonecrion has
DeeR esrarrlished with the porters who settted in Marytand. George *oshins_
P:_-,11:y.frequenuy m.entionerl a Mr.. porter which"rp uetieveslo ne in c,rlru$s, trur tnls nas never been substantiated.
flr* Jne$bit'e*'vere t$ fat-fou.c party T fap,\$. Maryland wrut**m*d byLord Balti':ore as a cattrolic coiony..It is 6eliev*o rrv"*nny that ali the

H3::t-:.?,y::: cath$lir.and tirxt trre :lTsn t; pr;r;;lafu by arany:nfrnem canre rvith the wave trt Methndism ylill swept tke c*untry"in the e*rlylyt d thp ninet*enq *:1i3ry. rF garg that hi* eratr*#e", 'r*li*l**i ilf*",
;::.,i"_yl}:"Ift*:od*d st. irarriek's chrrch; MoJu; s";age *nril middl*ru*. ADOrr lU{U he beca'ue a Srcteshn! along wit}r hi* i:rotler J$hrl (;gba} ,
:rnd many tth*r.|,, col. Mackenaie (agded*lj fu rra*, do; a gre*i amc*nt sfPorter and Mack*nzie research, nerieves ilrat ine earl|-Fcrters *ereProtestant.

Little,is known of John porter, It is befieyed tha,t he acquired land nearca*ollto*, Maryland,',and t&at r'ri* children **"n rtorl"-trr#e, atxt Jnri*gthre,e weeks o} mole. of resec,rch in th1{au_JR-;;;;;'in x,nnapalis,. r'6und

llTjXy^:-:111,:: l:::t rohn in ihe way of deeds, wilis, o, rana tranefers.*a.drrrdn gives the family six sons and one daughter, rvho is berteve;lo ne$rary eir ltlf*lly.and torre ttre yif,9 of Dq{tel McKenaie. Eb*y,.f;ockley,,rf tJrellist*xtr.a{,,$ce ierv- of $omerset county, Fa,, nan:ei Jsjrrl1.;*ehitdil-l* iHrr.Itr{sbes',$&muel; }*e*}y' t*t*, ffieh*el *nui uJ"ieii,iirr*:.1arder.stating,th*t
Jrrhn rrras the youngest, The Lo refer.ence under John porter (as) bears out
luel cnc\1ev'$ lisr,oi's*as. rrraivina F-t*;;;;;.*d;iiu h*or re**rd of
forteys of {eqf.*Ua-_ These reco:.cl-s shorv Urat John F$rter rnarri*d a,llliss
f:?ur, 

proirxbly within ren vears or his *trriuni;;tvtillJnd:. ?hcir childrsn

$a.rnu*l Psrtel
Ilanry Forter-
,]ogiah,F*tter
Mtchael Porter
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$Ef.o.g_F.GENEII.S"rnSN

at' MOSES p*RTT.son_of John porter_lp)--ancl Durier, was born inffi4'He*etiieJiearwettersl-rurg,Pa.,justaIterheand
nla ororner John {iig},!e}n_ed with the survey of the Mason-Dixon line after
1?6!. 1l is iitrely that he later: moved overihe state tirle into Marvland lvithn]s pforfief" rie and hie brother John, served in the Revolutionary war tncaptain pa-xton's Bedford county Miiitia. qru.. n""iri"**, stiJ;r'r";?"i. v.p' I'ts]' lfplle*spr*rg is i$ $etitbrd *ounty- lIe matrr..ied, Ivlatgaret **o*!"

11 
l# w}i, rlg*rtfg,!y JA$, reeorrted trL ltook Ar, pa$F lJ, Juty tq t?S4,

;rytses'sinq*$rs wi{*'s :afte at Margarer. chilireilnnu"iaui. 
"*i, 

}:rJnbllo*t 4::"I9|ry,late ine]ude{l,LrirJsrs: aqd ,t3s* pr"J:ni:i7*l"u[j,-*it,
rlcs6€sr. !!{ttr}.iam $hawn $,aron McKenzie, and.Michset porteri {a,tl}

Aaron Pgrter
*adb'.ilahn sprter

Witliam Porter
Joshua Porter
$eitret Forrlrr,
Elinor Porter
Thomas Forter
.MusC$ For,tsl-
,Sg.rcfi Falr"*er

?fu$?i$ri?XlP'.:?1 :f John Porter (a) and Duriern wae born inr rJ / ur ua}r0ilton,.Maryland. He married about 1?6?, Nancy Ann McKenzie.
fj::::]* i::,1?n6; jf* ,-*- the daughrer of Moses and rane McKenzie andrne grand-daughter of John McKenzie anci Katherirre Gabriel. Her father w*s
'mnrde*eii,rlear the cal:rbetlanst on his return hon:elaftei. selliug ;d!|i] 

.---

;Iohn and,'his.,br*ther_llrped-5url'-ey the Mason-Dixon Line berveen.h{a4gland
and Pennsylvlniu in 1?6i. Shcnty thereafter u."v 

"-tir"a in wellersburg,
F-a,, -iusr, sa*th.o.f *he,fs*-,lTe". i! is bglier5d lr31 *o*J aoJ *iJ;J;il;f,t ff
]hat {1}n agrr Msses ll1ysr't ther thgv we}e roc11 -g-il .\d rand" -qry€n 

th€y,{.!un* fset tfrrr wqle_ inthe rvpon* 1nte, ry *oia ;i ;;;;"v.ed.rs rhe.v{Frn*ity pi rlcftb$tsi &{.i" It eeem5. lnhrceqp to irre ilth.;;u;a ts himsetf & snr-rey.oi,,that trv,o *urvey.*s rquitl mak* sucir a *rrt#*. ii;-;;; i*-*ii?,t
ll*{Llq d.},!lgrkgonl1n. 

.r$ur9're*nsvlva:ria Qo*1t""* inu *t*ooe ror rfieir,rnx,ogird,an h*fd.,by tas,n*e Al,b*rt.$nsith,

{otr,1 
anairis brot}rer.*g:u* se'vecr in tI: Revoiutionary war in capt. pa-r.tcn'elledlord County nriiitia (pa.Archives. 5rh seri;;; v;i't. p*e; ri6l. s;;;'*f his.descendants h-ave^used rris rrnme.in,joining ihu soou or naughters of theJrrnerican Revolution. Four *re given beluw:

lfable Por.ter Mason (agbatac) DAR # 38409S.
E. W. Porter {agbac}r) SAR # i9424.
Clarl Porter {agilacka) SEn * bglgg.
Samue I Doak Forter {agbacja) SAR # ?Z?Sg.



$chsfff'$.Hintcry nf ff:estern Ma.r,yla;nrt ea,ys thnt Jofi* Pott*r settl*d.betrvCen
cumberland and Frostburg in 1?92 on a farm known as Rose Meadorvs, In
Lowdermilk's History of Curnberland, page 265, it is stated that "in 1?B?,
Henry, Moses and John Porter were located on lands west of For"t cumber-
land;also lam.ugl, Josiah, Gabrial ancl Daniel McKenzie". It seems unlikety
thatthese Forters were the sons of John and Nancy. In 1?B? their oldest son,
Michael would be only 19 years olcl and the rest of the children you$ger- It
dbes nol appear that Lowderrni]k would have aanred them as being "loeated
on lands'. It must be infered, therefore, that they were John's trothers.
The Daniel McKenzie mentioned by Lorvdermilk was the brother of Moses 1
MsKenuie who was the father of Nancy Ann (agx). (see also agcle). It is be- |
lieved that Daniel married John Porter's sister, Mary or Molty as his first Iwife. The date, 1?B?, was before this area was surveyed into solfliers' l6ts I
by Francis Denkin, settler.s in this area wera allowed ta purcfrase their t

h*ldingq:for xb*ut cr*e shilling per acre. { o;"

The original Pclrter land was known a$ oRose Meaclows' from the profusi$n
ef wi,ld"i"l3ses,$thich, grew tbere, John buili a sulists,ntialr,hou$,q cn,i squth
slone rv$,c_!_ rem;ri-n1id, in the lamily until al:out 1ss4. [Fp). *t ruq tiinc, the
3wngr, William R. Forter (nggc) sotd it to a mining csnlpsny who wauted it
for the eoal and tan-bark {JMp). The homestead canre bick into the famiiv
about 1916 when it rvas purchased by walter anci celia porter Engie (agbbiba)
and is now owned by their son, Lesler, There is no trace of the house today
Iltttpsketc.b:aixiingthereofisintlrepossessionalthesng1.efami$

SECOND GENERATION

]he,9q.rle1'.cep-,1t3#y-, sometimes called the Rn*e }vleadoru.* c€meterry" .i$
Ioeatecl a short distance north of the site. It is in lhis cemetery that John and
lllery otlgl Forters are i:uricd. His tornbstone is a rough slab inseribectuI. P- 1810 AGED ?3o (In those days J was sometimes ,n'aae titqe an t). ttre
grave is additionally idcntified by a DAR embiem.

fhe ctrilctren of Joten and Nancy Ann McKenzie are (Sc)

*aga Michael Porter. 1?6g-
*ngb, ,$arnue.{.Fsrter l??O-tBzS
*agc ?hornas Porter t't'tl-
*agd Gabriel Porter i??6-lB4Z
*aS€ Hetrr,y- Partei 1??B-*a$f Moses Porter l?81-19?2
**$$ Jqhn Forter, d$gulr:e Ja*k" L?89-l86i
*agh Nellie Porter l?BE-
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Afb JOT{N PORTER

TI{I&P GENERA"ION

sox of Itdoses {a.f}" His ehildren inckrdo
*a1ba Eyan Porter
+afbb Henry Porter

wTER,sonofJohn3-1"^t",lge)11!|r[ancvAnnMQKenaie,was born tar+rro$;' rnaryrand, in r?68 (Fni;it6t ilapr;r. lre marrisd
Sarah Jane Pond. Their clrildren are (nted)
*aga* John Portel 1?g4-
fagab Thomas Poriel
**gac. ${muen-$i*-tt Fs:ter
lng"a Elizabeth porter l?8?-1g66*agae llenry Porter
agaf Mary Porterr,, rtla,rried Gecrge Crcw.
agag LuCinda Porter, married Merrill.

as'b SAMUEL PORTXR,,_1,?n 
?f Jghp-!_orty {ag} aud Nancy Ann M:eKqnrie,@,rvtd'auaui-irio.rruwasr'aisedatRoseMeadowsand

marne$ about.rrg0, sarah Jane Anderson (JAS) the claughter of william An*
:::-j:: i:y11"_1.*hose:rearby estate was known as ,;play praeeJ. sa*luerand sarah Jang settx*d 1l Ftn* |tauntain wh€re ihey outtt a, c**tu *haut $;---half mile qoutll CI-f-,elay place. Samuel waa a great hunter and rvas known asorle-of the best rille shots in the Allegany Mountains. Two of the ei"*oo"i-
.:"::YT: o3lcrorued cn his land, butsarnuer never rearized this and'burned
wood.all his life as did his son, Michael, who succeeded to the ownershio aruisold_rhe cOai right$ under more than 300 acres for g$00. sanruel .*"nud inthe,War pf tSl.* rand di*d in 18t9.
S'l-qns Pcrtar relxte.s3r vlait.v,iflr-ne,bece**aytgr Hardtn { bd} in IS,01rvho
'told' him tlr*t $suuel forter.h*d'four*on1,1:d l]1:;;;"shr*us, thet shs {cnew'whcre samuel di,ed and was buried, bul not the date. It iI supposed that he:!vas buf;.*ed {}i th* Porter cenretery. Their chilciren xncl*dr

1?91 -lBSg
1 799-18??
1?$4

*a*iba:, q-;ohn, Porter:
*agbb Michael Porter, "Squire Mike,,*agbc William porter
*agbd Benjamin porter
*agbe Elizabeth porter

ryc=,I1.P1!{$g,to S, '-t?& 
of J$p,Pgfer (qs) a3rd saacy .4ga Src6en*te,was born in Canoltton, IvId., in 1??2. He,,nariied S";;l Logsdon i;AS):Nov. 2r, rlj6 lTw s6s) (cR). she is the daughte, oi wiiliu* Logsdo* andIrtargaret woolev. wi$iam't*,the sar or rorri L.e;Jon ]tGr-iriaj-in*.$laua-gon of William Lousetrll 

_Wil1i1T_,ll*"1ie* nono, #aiyn sn indpnrured,:*sr'lrant-brc.eght om fre|+$ lg{Sl, Thame,s was a C*ptain ilr.the,Wer o*1812; thi*ri*hitr*ren,i*nlud* iCffrfi



&

**ff:ce gncma* :Fn'r'ter
*a.gcb Wlnifred Porter

h anqy Porter, liviugt slrio in'I8*8"
"Tahh'Fartei.,'li.tr.ing in Altesnrry County in 1828.

pgd,, GABpIEI" $tqKE-rygIq lqETER, son of John Porter (ag) and naney Ann
ir Carrollton, Md. (GTM). He nrarried

May 10, 1?g?, (CR) Rebeeca Frost of Frostburg, Md. She was the daug'hter
of Joeifl,h Frosf of New.Ier:sey {JASJ. Josish Frost uwned tfte ian$ where
Frostburg now,stands and buili the Jirst house there. IIe was a 'ieonttactor"
on tlle "Old pike". Gabriel died April 20, 1842, at the honre of his son tvloses
(Sc 1504). Their children are
*agdE,Jr+si&h F*rteru0randpap $in 1?SS*t*89
+agdb James Porter
*agdc John Porter
+agdd Moses Porter 1804-1880
*sgde tr{argaiiet Agnes For:ter 18il4*1$91

,G*itr.iei,FCIrter *raruied, seco&tll Apr.il 1?, 1S3?r.$arah Ander,xclt {CR}.

age HENRY PORTER, $on of John Por"ter (aS) and Nancy Ann lvteKenaie, rvas

ffi',in1??B.}lewasanEnsignir\tlreWarof1B12'He
mat'rifd,I\,Ibrgaret Logsdan, a si ter ta Susanna (agcx). ttretr ehflilr*n *rs.

Jnhn FcrJer
8avi.d'Forter
N*aSy F*rtsr
Henry Porter

agf I{OSES FORTER, son of John Forter (ag) and Nancy Ann McKenaie, rvas

ffilitonnMd.,anddiedin1B?l,HcnlarriedRache]Frost'
Their children include
*&.*la'Jclrn |l{- Forter:.''i$6}'
*S,SIh .Jxmeg Pcrter

TNIRD GENERA?ION

I ?9?-1 863

181g*184{
1S2!-tr 890

agg .IOEN I\!:.qglFtnn, "squire Jack', son of John Porter (ag) *nd Nancy
ffiJune23,1?83,atWellersbur$,Pa,Hewasacap-
tain in tfre Wai of 1812. He rnalried Catherine Glissan, a dau$hter of Thomas
Ghssan, She was born in 1?86 and tlied in October 1846. John diect Feb. 15,
11$S5n*rtlt*,'home oJ-h:*. s6n-in*law, Judge Dougtas Percy. llo , pxeceei{ed
te fhq ',qwnershiF c{ Ruae,Meadows.

There is in Lhe arr gallery af the Srnithsonian in Washington, D.C., a por-trait
CIl C'qp,16tr1* John M,. Porter cf the War af 1S12, know,n to thous*n*s'o$ hi* day
as usquire Jackn Porter. The 12 x 16 ineh portrait rvas done in the eighteen-
fitties by the artist Frank Blaekweli .May'er of Saltimorel dur.ing a visit oi
Mr. Mayer to Captain Porter at the latter's Iarm "Rcse Meadcw$" near
Sckhatti.:$Idr 'th+ pistqx'e is tire p.r*pertSr ol the N&tiCIsel tollection of Fine
*ftg *nd i*.cnt fuguerl 'riirdependenciu'i S'ee3g, (l8b:,

Captain Porter openeci tle first coal rrriues for domestic purpo*es in Alieg:rny
f*utlff qri.,hl$ f*rnt., Their. children are



frtrRD cxuEnernx

Johb €qtrbsr.f,'ql*er tSt4-.18{S
'Jameb lf&adfstrn ?orter fglt.fdg0
Wiltttap.SaPorter, tCream Billy' 1819 ::

Sl.elrrpn,Mafip- Porter.
b$ftncy"Serter see {gab
and purbablgi twg others

W.int

W;,W,,FFSR, f,aqgqter of Jphn porter {ag) anA Nanw Ann Ir

nY*1.*$trgi-Firr in l?86. rF refere to her is Ne.llie &
Trhts w.oFld impty tro qnarritges. JAs believ;"-th"t:rh; ffi
S4d hSS, deql s. stone in the Poiter. Cemetery, "Dear Aunt n$

1 
nnaar A moin{4gffit fo John Porter, John qarcirq$

in Fis
#ar q mqilu$l@cro John porter. John Bqschqs (agsUhElr
$ eoteb6ok., {Aurtf N€tti-6- Seqttingly:Born l7gb, died IBSS;b


